The Paris Temps said that the presence of Hindenburg
in Bismarck's Palace was a challenge to the ^ Allies, to
Europe and to America, for in him were embodied all the
powers of reaction and brutal revenge, which now hoped
for a swift restoration of Germany's military power, while
The Times mentioned that Hindenburg's election was
disturbing to a policy of co-operation among the powers
and the majority of the German people had misunderstood
the true National interests when they gave their votes
to Hindenburg. The New Tork Herald concluded its
opinion on the situation created by the result of the German
Presidential election thus: "... but the most profound
reason for this choice is to be sought for in the mentality
of the Germans, Hindenburg appeals to their National
Pride." The Morning Post, at the time famous for its
own ultra-nationalism, wrote: " Hindenburg embodies the
German Empire. His election as President of the German
Republic is the gravest event in world politics since the
Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. . . . " and concluded by
calling for a Franco-British-Belgian military alliance against
Germany. The Svenska DagUadet remarked: "... the
German people, in spite of the frightful catastrophe which
they have experienced, have not yet surrendered/'
Party interests, proprietorial policy and a desire to satisfy
the public's craving for sensationalism often guide the pen
of the journalist, but what a sensational front page would
have appeared if von Papen's name had then been linked
with several others in the story " How Hindenburg was
persuaded to accept nomination ".
Certain Democratic circles in Germany were also as
scared as the foreign Press, but time marched on and the
aged Field-Marshal appeared to settle down and pursue
the duties of a figurehead of State. But his presence at the
head of the German State was the signal for the rallying of
all Nationalist sympathies in the Reich against the " system ".
^ Hindenburg had played the role of soldier-adviser to
his Imperial Master for long and arduous years; now,
unbeknown to himself (and he would have strenuously
denied it) he had undertaken the role of a twentieth-
centay John the Baptist, who had come to prepare the way.
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